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I N T E R V I E W  W I T H  A  M O D E L  T E A C H E R :   
An	educational	satire 

 
John Dilliard was interviewed recently by the principal of Patriot Valley Elementary School to 
fill a vacancy for a social studies teacher. Though fresh out of college and wet behind the ears, he 
stood above the other candidates. (The fact that his uncle was mayor of Patriot Valley was, of 
course, entirely coincidental.) Here's the abridged interview. 
 

Examiner:   Why are you interested in becoming a teacher, John? 
 

Applicant:  I love kids. 
 

Examiner:   God bless you. Any other reasons? 
 

Applicant:  I also love my country and want our next generation to be proud of their roots. 
 

Examiner:   Good. And how would you handle kids who don't feel that way? 
 

Applicant:  Well, we have to respect people even if they disagree with our beliefs. Also,  
                    we need to inform others of conditions elsewhere around the world. Once  
                    students understand what's happening elsewhere, they might appreciate how  
                    precious their freedoms are. Of course, a few will be cynically unpatriotic  
                    no matter what we do. 
 

Examiner:   And how do you recommend dealing with such students? 
 

Applicant:  With tolerance and periodic challenges. I don't mind a bit of feisty rebellion.  
                    In many ways it's good for young folks, but they also need to learn to focus. 
 

Examiner:   As a social studies teacher, what do you see as the main social issues our  
	 	 	 	 	 society is facing? 
 

Applicant:  Well, basically all societies face the same issues – how to allocate limited  
                   resources for a growing population. More and more people want a slice of the  
                   pie, but unfortunately the pie itself isn't expanding as fast as our  
                   population. As George Bush wisely said, that means making tough choices.  
                   And to make good choices, proper moral values are needed. 
 

Examiner:   Are you willing to coach football? 
 

Applicant:  Of course. Nothing could be more important. Football is a great way to let  
                    off steam. It also teaches kids about discipline and teamwork. After all,  
                    life is one big football game. We need to raise more energetic, loyal, and  
                    resourceful team players. Too many kids I see lack team spirit and are  
                    unwilling to tackle tough challenges. 
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