INFO-SUPREMACY:

Fragments on information access and democracy
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Nadya: (eyes on the flickering holoscreen, sighing) Isn't it naive to believe that

Bill:

Liao:

Gus:

increased digital access will foster democracy? Haven't we learned otherwise?

(leaning forward, thoughtful) In some ways, | agree. The optimist in me envisions
a world where citizens are armed with knowledge. However, a darker part of me
knows better. Every tool that liberates us also chains us. Each new platform

can become another watchtower.

(tapping the table, restless) Yeah, it cuts both ways. Sure, networks gather

people together. However, quite quickly governments and corporations slice through
those gatherings, steering the masses like cattle. Now it is too easy for
governments and business to manipulate opinions.

(a dark chuckle) Democracy is a myth. Itis a merely a childish bedtime story.
What counts is money, bullets, and information channels. Everything else is just
a puppet show.

- T NEWFIELDS

Beg.: 2000 Nagoya ¥r Rev. 2025 Shizuoka



