
FEMALE DIVINITY:
Some Thoughts on Patriarchy and Religion

Anya : Why anthropocize God? Isn't the whole notion of gender too

limiting for divinity?

Devani : Maybe so, but if people think about God in even limited terms

it's better than not thinking at all.

Anya : (suppressing irritation) Why's that?

Devani : Most people are so busy thinking of themselves and their small affairs.

God is a way of transcending all notions of self.

Anya : (shaking her head) The logic doesn't hold. Belief in God is not needed for

selfless transcendence. Conversely, it's possible to profess religious faith,

Yet still be selfish and cruel. Wǔ Zétiān of Tang dynasty China is a fitting

example.She modeled herself as sort a female divinity, yet few persons

have been more ruthless or cruel.
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